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June 14, 2024 
 
The Honorable Josh Newman, Chair 
Senate Education Committee 
1021 O Street, Room 6740 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 1818 (Jackson): Public postsecondary education: homeless students: parking 
Position: OPPOSE 
 
Dear Senator Newman,  
 
On behalf of the following organizations and colleges, we respectfully oppose Assembly Bill 1818 by 
Assemblymember Corey Jackson, which mandates California’s community colleges to open campus 
parking lots for homeless student sleeping quarters.  
 
While we acknowledge the author’s well-meaning intentions, we are concerned that this approach masks 
the deeper issue of insufficient resources, such as housing and financial aid for California’s community 
college students. In 2023, the RealCollege Survey conducted by the Community College League of 
California’s Affordability, Food & Housing Access Taskforce revealed that almost 3 out of every 5 
community college students are housing insecure, and about 1 in 4 students are homeless. The report 
concluded with a set of policy recommendations, including proposals to advance and expand student 
housing initiatives and financial aid services. Unfortunately, AB 1818 ignores comprehensive policy 
suggestions and offers a short-term remedy without addressing the root issue. Homeless students deserve 
more than temporary parking lot accommodations; they deserve access to stable housing and robust 
financial assistance. 
 
We are thankful for the Legislature’s demonstrated commitment to supporting students’ basic needs 
through its prioritization of Cal Grant Reform and the Higher Education Student Housing Grant Program. 
We believe resources would be better utilized towards the implementation of Cal Grant reform and the 
expansion of housing grants, which are real solutions with proven results. Additionally, there is currently 
no law prohibiting community college districts from opening parking lots to homeless students. As locally 
controlled institutions, we believe this should remain a local decision. 
 
Implementing AB 1818 poses significant challenges. Homeless students deserve a safe, clean, and 
dignified place to sleep at night. According to the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, 
implementing this measure would result in ongoing costs of $600,000 per campus. This encompasses 
costs related to student safety and security, student verification processes, sanitation and custodial 
services, restroom availability, liability insurance, and reporting requirements. As the lowest-funded 
education system in California, community colleges do not have the resources available to cover the 
expenses of converting campus parking lots into safe living quarters.  
 
Unfortunately, AB 1818 does not fix the real housing and affordability challenges our students face. We 
respectfully urge our state leaders to focus on long-term solutions that address the true challenges 
students face, not temporary fixes. For these reasons, we must respectfully oppose AB 1818 by 
Assemblymember Jackson.  
 
Sincerely, 
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Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Allan Hancock College 

Dr. Denise Richardson 
President 
Berkeley City College 

MaC Wetstein 
President/Superintendent 
Cabrillo College 

Carla Tweed, Ed.D. 
President 
Coalinga College 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Dianne G. Van Hook 
Chancellor 
College of the Canyons 

Brent Calvin, Ed.D. 
Superintendent/President 
College of the Sequoias 

Char Perlas, PhD MPA MS 
Superintendent/President  
College of the Siskiyous 

Dr. Tawny Dotson 
President 
Yuba College 

    

Jennifer Zellet, Ph.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Antelope Valley Community 
College District 

Virginia L. Guleff 
Superintendent/President 
BuCe-Glenn Community 
College District 

Keith Curry 
President/CEO 
Compton Community 
College District 

Dr. Steven Bloomberg 
Chancellor 
Kern Community College 
District 

    

Dr. Jerry E. Fliger 
President 
Bakersfield College 

Greg Schulz, Ed.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Citrus College 

Daren M. OCen, Ed.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Copper Mountain College 

Jill Stearns, Ph.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Cuesta College 

  

 

 

Lee D. Lambert, J.D. 
Chancellor 
Foothill-De Anza 
Community College District 

Lynn Ceresino Neault, Ed.D. 
Chancellor 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca 
Community College District 

Timothy Karas, Ed.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Mendocino-Lake 
Community College District 

Dr. Tammeil Gilkerson 
Chancellor 
Peralta Community College 
District 

 

 

  

Ricky Shabazz, Ed.D. 
President 
San Diego City College 

AshanW Hands, Ed.D. 
President 
San Diego Mesa College 

Dr. Daniel Walden 
Superintendent/President 
Victor Valley College 

Robert Pimentel, Ed.D. 
President 
Fresno City College 

   

 

James Preston 
President 
Lemoore College  

Dr. Angel Reyna 
President 
Madera Community College 

Chris Vitelli, Ed.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Merced College 

Dr. Torence Powell 
Superintendent/President 
Napa Valley College 
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Susan K. Bray 
ExecuWve Director 
AssociaWon of California 
Community College 
Administrators (ACCCA) 

Larry Galizio, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 
Community College League 
of California 

Dr. Byron D. Cli\ Breland 
Chancellor 
North Orange County 
Community College District 

Robert B. Miller, DPA 
Interim 
Superintendent/President 
Palo Verde College 

 

 

  
Ronald P. Gerhard 
Chancellor 
Chabot-Las Positas 
Community College District 

Wolde-Ab Isaac, Ph.D. 
Chancellor 
Riverside Community 
College District 

Diana Z. Rodriguez 
Chancellor 
San Bernardino Community 
College District 

Gregory Smith 
Chancellor 
San Diego Community 
College District 

    

Dr. Kim E. Armstrong 
President 
Clovis Community College 

Dr. Keith Flamer 
President/Superintendent 
College of the Redwoods 

John C. Hernandez, Ph.D. 
President 
Irvine Valley College 

Rudy Besikof, Ed. D. 
President 
Laney College 

  

  
Mojdeh Mehdizadeh 
Chancellor 
Contra Costa Community 
College District 

Tina M. King, Ed.D. 
President 
San Diego College of 
ConWnuing EducaWon 

Dr. Julianna M. Barnes 
Chancellor 
South Orange County 
Community College District 

Dr. Carole Goldsmith 
Chancellor 
State Center Community 
College District 

    

Dr. Sunita “Sunny” Cooke 
Superintendent/President 
MiraCosta College 

Dr. Jerry L. Buckley 
President 
Reedley College  

Marilyn Flores, Ph.D. 
Superintendent/President 
Rio Hondo College 

Dr. Elliot Stern 
President 
Saddleback College 

 

 

 

 
P. Wesley Lundburg, Ph. D. 
President 
San Diego Miramar College 

KrisWn Clark, Ed.D. 
Chancellor 
West Hills Community 
College District 

Dr. LizeCe NavareCe 
President 
Woodland Community 
College 

Dr. Shouan Pan 
Chancellor 
Yuba Community College 
District 

 
 
 
 
 Dr. Pamela Luster  

AcWng President 
College of Alameda 

Dr. Martha Garcia  
President/CEO 
Mt. San Antonio College 

David M. Johnson, Ph.D. 
President 
MerriC College 


